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Table 1.— Entry earnings by region of origin:  Immigrant men aged 25-54, who entered the United States between 
1975 and 1980 and between 1985 and 1990 

[In 1989 dollars]

1975-80 cohort 1985-90 cohort
1979 earnings 1989 earnings

Immigrants Immigrants
from from

Immigrants Immigrants Central/South Immigrants Immigrants Central/South
              Immigrant men from Asia from Europe America from Asia from Europe America

        Aged 25-54, all education levels………….. $12,240 $18,826 $10,107 $10,954 $18,500 $9,000

     Relative to European immigrants…………… 0.65 1.00 0.54 0.59 1.00 0.49

Age and educational level:

       25-39; 1-12 years of school………………… $9,887 $15,690 $9,684 $10,000 $15,000 $8,600

        Relative to European immigrants…………. 0.63 1.00 0.62 0.67 1.00 0.57
      25-39; more than 12 years of school……….. $12,553 $23,531 $11,299 $11,633 $20,000 $12,000
        Relative to European immigrants…………. 0.53 1.00 0.48 0.58 1.00 0.6
      40-54; 1-12 years of school………………… $9,417 $15,690 $9,417 $6,728 $12,000 $8,000
        Relative to European immigrants…………. 0.60 1.00 0.60 0.56 1.00 0.66
     40-54; more than 12 years of school………… $17,258 $29,019 $15,964 $16,000 $30,000 $14,604
        Relative to European immigrants…………. 0.59 1.00 0.55 0.53 1.00 0.49

   Notes:  Refer to note 9 for information on the source countries included 
in the above regions. 
   Estimates for the 1975-80 cohort are based on the 1980 Census of 
Population 5-percent "A" Public Use Sample.  Estimates for the

1985-90 cohort are based on a 6-percent microdata sample created by 
combining and reweighting the 1990 Census of Population Public Use 5- and 
1-percent Public Use Samples. 
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Chart 2.—The relationship between gross domestic product (GDP) per adult 
and U.S. median earnings of immigrants, by country of origin
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Table 2.—Variation within source regions: The entry earnings of immigrant men aged 25-54 from Asia and Europe, who 
entered the United States between 1975 and 1980, by age and educational level

Immigrants from Asia Immigrants from Europe

Immigrants from
Immigrants from other Asian Immigrants from Immigrants from

Immigrant men Japan countries Western Europe Eastern Europe

       Aged 25-54, all education levels……………… $28,727 $14,300 $20,280 $13,523

Age and educational level: 
   25-39, 1-12 years of school……………………… 20,280 12,678 17,476 12,307
   25-39, more than 12 years of school…………….. 25,779 15,212 25,348 15,212
   40-54, 1-12 years of school……………………… 20,280 11,834 17,746 11,834
   40-54, more than 12 years of school…………….. 54,405 16,902 46,338 16,767

[In 1989 dollars]

    Notes:  Refer to notes 15 and 17 for information on  the source countries 
included in the above regions. 

    Estimates based on the 1980 Census of Population 5-Percent "A" Public 
Use Sample.
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Table 3.—Variation within source regions:  Entry earnings and 10-year real earnings growth rates
1
of age-education cohorts 

 for immigrant men from Asia and Europe, aged 25-54 in 1980, who entered the United States between 1975 and 1980  

[1980 and 1990 censuses, 1989 dollars, deflated by Personal Consumption Deflator]

Immigrants from Asia Immigrants from Europe

Immigrants from      Immigrants from Immigrants from Immigrants from
other Asian countries Western Europe Eastern Europe

10-year 10-year 10-year 10-year
Entry earnings Entry earnings Entry earnings Entry earnings

  Immigrant men earnings growth earnings growth earnings growth earnings growth

     Aged 25-54, all education levels...…………. $28,727 5.0 $14,300 95.8 $20,280 28.2 $13,523 107.0

Age and educational level:
   25-39, 1-12 years of school………………….. 20,280 28.0 12,678 54.2 17,476 37.3 12,307 99.1

   25-39, more than 12 years of school………… 25,779 39.6 15,212 130.1 25,348 57.0 15,212 125.7

   40-54, 1-12 years of school………………….. 20,280 8.5 11,834 19.1 17,746 1.4 11,834 77.4
   40-54, more than 12 years of school………… 54,405 (2) 16,902 42.0 46,338 (2) 16,767 67.0

    

   Japan

      Estimates based on the 1980 Census of Population 5-Percent "A" 
Public Use Sample, and a 6-Percent microdata sample created by 
combining and reweighting the 1990 Census of Population Public Use 5-
Percent and 1-Percent Public Use Samples.

.

   
  1

The 10-year earnings growth rate is the change in real median earnings from 
1979 to 1989 as a percent of the 1979 entry earnings.

    
2
The measured earnings growth in these cells is negative, undoubtedly as the 

result of emigration.
    Notes:  Refer to notes 15 and 17 for information on the source countries 
included in the above regions.
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Table 4.—Change in the explanatory power of country of origin for the 1975-80 cohort of immigrant men as time in 
the United States increases

R
2
 for human capital Change in R

2
Percentage change

model with from adding in R
2
 from adding

R
2
 for human country-of-origin country-of-origin country-of-origin

          Entry cohort, census year capital model variables variables variables

1975-80 cohort in 1980…………………… 0.0881 (.0032) 0.1577 (.0042) 0.0690 79.0
1975-80 cohort in 1990…………………… .2120 (.0047) .2519 (.0052) .0399 18.8

[Bootstrap standard errors for R-squared in parentheses]

    Notes:  The measure of explanatory power shown above is the adjusted R
2
, 

which eliminates the dependence of the goodness of fit measure on the number of 
explanatory variables in the model.  In any event, using the relatively large 
sample sizes from the decennial census public use files, both R-squared and 
adjusted R-squared, produce very similar results.  
   The human capital model is the regression of individual log (earnings) on age, 
age  squared, and education.  In the second model, shown in the second data  

column, region/country dummies and region/country interactions with 
education and age are included.  The set of region/country groups used in 
this analysis are listed in note 6. 
        Estimates based on the 1980 Census of Population 5-Percent "A" 
Public Use Sample, and a 6-percent microdata sample created by 
combining and reweighting the 1990 Census of Population Public Use 5- 
and 1-Percent Public Use Samples.

T a b l e  5 . — C h a n g e s  i n  th e  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  m e d i a n  e a r n i n g s  a c r o s s  c o u n tr y  o f  o r i g i n  f o r  th e  1 9 7 5 - 8 0  c o h o r t  o f  i m m i g r a n t  m e n
a s  t i m e  i n  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  i n c r e a s e s

      [ C o e f f i c i e n ts  o f  v a r i a ti o n  i n  p e r c e n ta g e s ;  w e i g h te d  b y  i n i t i a l  c o h o r t s i z e ;  
s ta n d a r d  e r r o r s  o f  c o e f f i c i e n ts  o f  v a r i a ti o n  i n  p a r e n th e s e s ]

I m m i g r a n t  m e n  a g e d  2 5 - 3 9  i n  1 9 8 0 I m m i g r a n t  m e n  a g e d  4 0 - 5 4  i n  1 9 8 0

 1 - 1 2  y e a r s M o r e  th a n  1 - 1 2  y e a r s M o r e  th a n
E n tr y  c o h o r t ,  c e n s u s  y e a r o f  s c h o o l 1 2  y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l o f  s c h o o l 1 2  y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l

1 9 7 5 - 8 0  c o h o r t  i n  1 9 8 0 . … . … … … … … … . 3 4 . 6  ( . 0 3 4 8 ) 5 5 . 1  ( . 0 3 4 3 ) 5 2 . 1  ( . 0 5 0 0 ) 5 7 . 6  ( . 0 1 8 2 )
1 9 7 5 - 8 0  c o h o r t  i n  1 9 9 0 . . … … … … … … … . 2 6 . 4  ( . 0 1 8 7 ) 2 3 . 1  ( . 0 1 2 7 ) 2 8 . 6  ( . 0 1 9 0 ) 3 2 . 5  ( . 0 3 0 0 )
C h a n g e  i n  c o e f f i c i e n ts  o f  v a r i a t i o n … … … - 8 . 2 - 3 2 . 0 - 2 3 . 5 - 2 5 . 1
P e r c e n ta g e  c h a n g e  i n  c o e f f i c i e n ts
    of variation…………………………… - 2 3 . 7 - 5 8 . 1 - 4 5 . 1 - 4 3 . 6

    Notes:  The coefficient of variation is a measure of dispersion defined 
here as                 or the standard deviation of the distribution of median 
earnings divided by the mean of the distribution of median earnings.  The 
set of region/country groups used in this analysis are listed in note 6.

    Estimates based on the 1980 Census of Population 5-Percent "A" Public 
Use Sample, and a 6-percent microdata sample created by combining and 
reweighting the 1990 Census of Population Public Use 5- and 1-Percent 
Public Use Samples.
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Table 6.—Change in the explanatory power of country of origin for the 1955-60 and 1965-70 cohorts of immigrant men
as time in the United States increases

[Bootstrap standard errors for R-squared in parentheses]

Change in R
2

Percentage change
R

2
 for human capital from adding in R

2
 from adding

R
2 

for human model with country- county-of-origin country-of-origin
Entry cohort, census year capital model of-origin variables variables variables

1955-60 cohort in 1960……………… 0.1144 (.0131) 0.2731 (.0188) 0.1587 138.7
1955-60 cohort in 1970……………… .1594 (.0095) .2202 (.0099) .0608 38.1
1965-70 cohort in 1970……………… .0805 (.0086) .1540 (.0123) .0735 91.3
1965-70 cohort in 1980……………… .1662 (.0055) .2029 (.0058) .0367 22.1

    Notes: The measure of explanatory power shown above is the adjusted R
2
.  

The human capital model is the regression of individual log (earnings) on 
experience, experience squared, and education.  In the second model, 
region/country dummies and region/country interactions with education and 
experience are included. The set of region/country groups used in this analysis 
are listed in note 6.

    Estimates based on the 1980 5-Percent "A" Public Use Sample, the 1970 
1-Percent State Public Use Sample based on the 5-percent questionnaire, 
and the 1960 1-Percent Public Use Sample.  Technical documentation may 
be found for these data sets in Bureau of the Census (1983, 1977, and 1975).

Table 7.—Changes in the dispersion of median earnings across country of origin by age of immigrant men in 1960 and 1970

                                          Immigrant men aged 25-39 in 1960                                           Immigrant men aged 40-54 in 1960

 1 - 1 2  y e a r s  o f M o r e  th a n  1 2  1 - 1 2  y e a r s  o f M o r e  th a n  1 2

Entry cohort, census year school years of school school y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l

1955-60 cohort in 1960……………..………………. 46.6 (2.641) 37.2 (2.590) 39.0 (3.130) 39.3 (3.210)

1955-60 cohort in 1970...….………………………… 21.1 (0.894) 17.5 (2.047) 24.9 (1.778) 18.3 (2.731)

Change in coefficient of variation…………………… -25.5 -19.7 -14.1 -21.0

Percentage change in coefficient of variation……..... -54.7 -52.9 -36.1 -53.4

                                          Immigrant men aged 25-39 in 1970                                           Immigrant men aged 40-54 in 1970

 1 - 1 2  y e a r s  o f M o r e  th a n  1 2  1 - 1 2  y e a r s  o f M o r e  th a n  1 2

 school years of school school y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l

1965-70 cohort in 1970..……..……………………… 28.9 (1.459) 34.7 (1.993) 30.6  (2.233) 39.6 (1.695)

1965-70 cohort in 1980……………………………… 25.3 (1.280) 18.4 (1.128) 24.3 (2.018) 29.5 (1.258)

Change in coefficient of variation…………………… -3.6 -16.3 -6.3 -10.1

Percentage change in coefficient of variation……..… -12.5 -47.0 -20.6 -25.5

[ C o e f f i c i e n ts  o f  v a r i a t i o n  i n  p e r c e n ta g e s ;  w e i g h te d  b y  i n i t i a l  c o h o r t  s i z e ;  b o o ts tr a p  s ta n d a r d  e r r o r s  f o r  R - s q u a r e d  i n  p a r e n th e s e s ]

     Notes:  The set of region/country groups used in this analysis are listed in 
note 6.  
     Estimates based on the 1980 5-Percent "A" Public Use Sample, the 1970 1-
Percent State Public Use Sample based on the 5-percent question-

naire, and the 1960 1-Percent Public Use Sample.  Technical documentation 
may be found for these data sets in Bureau of the Census (1983, 1977, and 
1975).
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